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WATER QUALITY MONITORING

What's the Point?

Spring is upon us and that means another season of water quality monitoring is almost here!
Since 1996, SCCD has been collecting water quality information from multiple waterbodies
within Sheridan County. Currently, monitoring occurs on a rotation among the Tongue
River, Goose Creek, and Prairie Dog Creek watersheds. While monitoring can be expensive
and time-consuming, it is an important piece of SCCD's programs.

What is the purpose of SCCD's monitoring program?
On the most basic level, the purpose of continued monitoring is to evaluate long-term
changes in water quality associated with the installation of improvement practices and
increased awareness of water quality concerns. In the early 1990's, the SCCD-NRCS
partnership wanted a way to prioritize projects and programs. At that time, and still today,
water quality was considered the barometer of natural resource health across the landscape.
Several waterbodies in Sheridan County have bacteria and sediment impairments, as well as
other concerns with temperature and aquatic and riparian habitat. Water quality monitoring
provides a way to document changes in water quality over time and provides a scientific
basis for making decisions and prioritization. Initial assessments identified priority areas and
were used to develop recommendations. As time goes on, information from water quality
monitoring is used to understand whether local improvement efforts are successful. Less
directly, water quality monitoring activities connect SCCD staff with landowners and provide
that additional on-the-ground connection within the watershed so we have a better
understanding of what is happening across the landscape.

How does the SCCD's program differ from that of other agencies?
At first glance, it would seem that SCCD's monitoring program could be duplicative to that
of other agencies. There are, certainly, state and federal agencies that collect water quality
information. However, as budgets and resources become smaller, it becomes more difficult
for these agencies, with jurisdiction over large geographic areas, to collect information on a
localized scale. By focusing on a smaller area, SCCD can increase the frequency of sampling
and capture a more complete picture of season and spatial variability within the watershed.
Additionally, the smaller scale allows the monitoring information to be used to prioritize
local resources. Finally, SCCD's monitoring program is supported by and also supports the
efforts of other agencies.
Continued on page 2.

WYOMING
GRAPE GUIDE

Want to grow grapes in
Wyoming? Or increase your
knowledge?

How does the SCCD's program differ from that of other agencies?
It is not uncommon for these agencies (across the nation) to use data collected by
conservation districts and other groups to help them with their reporting requirements and
other activities. Specifically, the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
incorporates data collected by conservation districts into reports they are required to submit
to the US Environmental Protection Agency.

What are we gaining? Are we making progress?

The University of Wyoming
Extension and Barnyards &
Backyards has recently
released a free publication on
growing grapes in Wyoming.
The guide is approximately
70-90 pages in length and
includes a variety of topics,
such as:
Grape Genetics and
Varieties
Site Selection
Vineyard Establishment
and Planting
Grapevine Growth and
Development
Grapevine Pruning
Systems
Grapevine Pest
Management
Grapevine Nutrient
Management and
Fertilization
Grapevine Irrigation
Management
Grape Harvesting and
Processing
COPIES OF THE WYOMING
GRAPE GUIDE ARE AVAILABLE
AT YOUR LOCAL
SHERIDAN COUNTY
EXTENSION OFFICE
3401 COFFEEN AVE
WATT AGRICULTURAL BLDNG
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While it is true that monitoring, by itself, does not 'improve' water quality, it does help, over
time, to see the impact of changes in land-use, technology, weather, etc. Because so many
variables can affect water quality parameters, having a monitoring program helps to
understand those variables and direct funding and technical resources to the activities that
may be able to make a difference. SCCD's water quality monitoring network differs from
targeted monitoring for a single practice or activity. Again, because so many outside factors
can affect water quality, having just a few sample sets over a single season cannot paint the
full picture. Rather than trying to use water quality monitoring to measure the effectiveness
of a practice, SCCD uses the broad monitoring network to evaluate the program
effectiveness over the long-term. This takes multiple samples over multiple seasons over
multiple years. Apart from using the information to help set goals and track progress within
the watershed, long-term observations of pollutant concentrations and loads help us to
understand how changes in land uses, management, precipitation and weather patterns
impact water quality. To fully interpret all these variables and their impact, a long-term data
set is necessary.

How much longer will SCCD perform monitoring?
Because it's the long-term data set that really has meaning, SCCD will continue to
incorporate water quality monitoring into the program for at least the next several years as
funding and resources allow. Because cost and time commitment are always a concern, the
SCCD Board often takes time to evaluate the program to make sure there is a balance
between monitoring and implementation activities.
Monitoring can only be successful with the continued support of landowners that provide
access to sample locations. SCCD does NOT access a site without permission from the
landowner. As we gear up for monitoring this spring, we will again be sending consent
forms to the landowners of sites where we've had permission in past years. If you receive
one and have questions or concerns, please give us a call. Don't hesitate to to stop and chat
or give us a wave if you see us out and about this summer.

I-90
LIVING
SNOW
FENCE
In 2006, Sheridan County Conservation District
took on the first of what would be several
plantings of living snow fence in partnership
with Wyoming State Forestry and the Wyoming
Department of Transportation (WyDOT). The
living snow fence is located approximately 15
miles from Sheridan and can be seen driving
southbound towards Buffalo along Interstate 90.
Each planting has been a large undertaking and
would not be possible without help from SCCD
and NRCS staff, SCCD Board members, and
assistance from the local WYDOT crew. This
May, we will be planting the longest portion yet.
This extension will be 1740 feet long, requiring
the installation of 12 rolls of fabric, 35 rolls of
slatted snow fence, and the planting and watering
of 580 Rocky Mountain Junipers. Additional
right of way fencing will also need to be installed.

2006-2010 PLANTING

4 PHASES
2006 & 2008-2010
4620 FT, 2 ROWS OF 578 RMJ

2018-2020 EXTENSION

3 PHASES
2018-2020
4380 FT, 2 ROWS OF 675 RMJ

UW GRAZING
RESEARCH
PROJECT

Researchers at the University
of Wyoming, Wyoming Stock
Growers Association, Idaho
Cattle Association, and the
Public Lands Council are
conducting a study on the
non-fee costs of public land
grazing. The goal of the
project is to find the total cost
of livestock grazing on
federally permitted land and
compare it to that of privately
leased land.
Research on this study started
back in the 1960's and
extended into the 1990's. It's
been over 20 years since any
research like this has been
conducted in the West. The
current project will update the
information obtained from
the 1990's study and in turn
compare changes that have
occurred over the years. It will
provide an update on
differences in total cost of
grazing livestock on private
and public land through the
purchase of a permit or note if
no real change has occurred.
The information gained from
this research could be used to
develop a trend in total cost
fees that can be used for
future research and policy.
In order to perform this study,
UW is looking for individuals
who lease land to run
livestock.
IF YOU HAVE A PRIVATE
LEASE AND ARE
INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATING IN THE
STUDY, PLEASE CONTACT
KASEY DOLLERSCHELL AT
KDOLLER1@UWYO.EDU
AT YOUR EARLIEST
CONVENIENCE
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ACME
POWER PLANT
RECLAMATION
PROJECT
Reclamation efforts continue at the former Acme Power Plant. Contamination of surface
soils, groundwater, sediments, and building materials were identified during initial
environmental assessments in 2017. Some site stabilization activities were completed in
October 2018, with the intention of preventing further contamination of the river and
surrounding areas and to improve site safety for future assessment activities.
The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality's (WDEQ) contractor initiated
assessment activities in fall 2019 including samples from 10 groundwater monitoring wells,
surface samples from 3 locations on the Tongue River, and soil sampling from 30 locations
at 0-12 feet deep. All soil and sediment sampling has been completed. Three of four
quarters of groundwater and surface water sampling are complete. The last quarter of
water sampling is scheduled for June 2020. WDEQ and the contractor are currently
reviewing the data to ensure it meets the project-specific Data Quality Objectives approved
by the U.S. EPA. The data will also be used to begin Step 3 "Ecological Screening
Assessment" of WDEQ/VRP's Fact Sheet #19. These assessments will lay the basis for
clean-up alternatives and cost estimates. Assessment results will be posted as they become
available at www.acmeprojectwyoming.org
On February 6th, SCCD held a public meeting to provide updates on recent and upcoming
activities at the site. The next public meeting is tentatively scheduled for July 2020.
Final completion of the project could take anywhere from 5-10 years due to the size and
complexity of the site. Although the site is not safe for volunteer assistance at this time,
there are still some ways you can be involved.
Make a donation to show support and match grant funds
Share stories and ideas on the project website www.acmeprojectwyoming.org
Provide input and feedback at public update meetings
PLEASE RESPECT FENCES AND ADJACENT LANDOWNERS BY NOT ATTEMPTING TO
ENTER THE SITE. EXPOSURE RISKS VIA SKIN CONTACT, INHALATION, AND
INGESTION ARE SIGNIFICANT. IN ADDITION, ANYONE ENTERING THE SITE CAN
TRACK CONTAMINANTS TO SURROUNDING AREAS.
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The mission of the
Sheridan County
Conservation District
is to protect Sheridan
County's water and land
quality through assistance
programs, information
and outreach, monitoring
and planning.

SCCD's regular
board meetings
are held the
first Tuesday of
each month
at 4 pm.
DISTRICT STAFF
Carrie Rogaczewski
District Manager
Jackie Carbert
Program Specialist

NRCS STAFF

COVID19 UPDATE
SCCD is striving to maintain normal operations by teleworking and practicing social distancing precautions
while in the office and field. Monthly board meetings are being held virtually. We are happy to assist you
with your natural resource needs via phone or email. Our contact info can be found at www.sccdwy.org

HAPPY HORSE
KEEPING
MUD & PASTURE

SAVE
THE

MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP

Andrew Cassiday
District Conservationist
Oakley Ingersoll
Soil Conservationist

BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS
Susan Holmes
Chair
Edith Heyward
Vice-Chair
Orrin Connell
Secretary-Treasurer
Emerson Scott
Supervisor
Doug Masters
Supervisor

Funded in part with a grant from USEPA-WDEQ

JULY 25TH, 9AM-3:30PM*

*Date is tentative and may be subejct to change.

WATT BUILDING, SHERIDAN
RESEARCH AND EXTENSION CENTER
3401 COFFEEN AVENUE
SHERIDAN, WY
Pasture Management
Mud & Manure Management
Footing & Drainage Options
Horse Health
and more!

Lunch provided.
Registration information will be available
at a later date at www.sccdwy.org

DATE

